


Problems of Sectional 
Balance 
in 1850 ß California statehood. 

ß Southern “fire-eaters” threatening 
secession. 

ß Underground RR & fugitive slave 
issues: 

 Personal liberty laws 

 Prigg v. Pennsylvania (1842)  



• Agreement 
passed in 
1820 

• Missouri 
entered union 
as a slave 
state and 
Maine became 
a free state 

• Stated that all 
states below 
the line would 
be slave 
states, and all 
states north 
would be free 

Missouri Compromise 



Compromise of 1850 



• California enters union as a free state 

• Utah would become a slave state 

• New Mexico would be able to decide for 
itself with popular sovereignty 

• Texas border dispute finally settled and its 
debt was paid 

• Significance: 
– Nation initially avoided a war 

– Northern states grew in population and 
industrial power as compared to the southern 
states 

 

Compromise of 1850 



• Part of the Compromise of 1850 

• All runaway slave had to returned to their 
masters 

• Became illegal to aid runaway slaves 

• Accused runaway slaves were denied a 
trial; their fate was decided by a judge 
alone 

• Significance: 
– Infuriated opponents of slavery 

– Showed that slavery was a NATIONAL 
problem, not just regional 

Fugitive Slave Law 



Harriet 

Beecher 

Stowe 
(1811 – 1896) 

So this is the lady 
who started the Civil 
War. 
       -- Abraham 
Lincoln 



Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin 

1852 

 Sold 300,000 

copies in 

the first year. 

 2 million in a 

decade! 



Uncle Tom’s Cabin, 1852 

• Told the story of a 

loyal slave who 

was eventually 

whipped to death 

by his master  

•  Significance: 

– Angered north: 

opposition to 

slavery grew 

– Angered south: 

misrepresented 

slavery 

 



The “Know-Nothings” [The 

American Party] 

ß Nativists. 

ß Anti-Catholics. 

ß Anti-immigrants. 

1849  Secret Order of the Star-

Spangled Banner created in NYC. 



1852 Presidential Election 

     Franklin Pierce        Gen. Winfield Scott      John Parker Hale  

      Democrat                      Whig                   Free Soil 



1852 

Election 

Results 



Kansas-Nebraska Act, 1854 



• North wanted a railroad out west, but 
territories were disorganized 

• South wanted to expand slavery out west, 
but could not because of Missouri 
Compromise 

• Act organized 2 new territories: Kansas and 
Nebraska 
– Slavery would be determined by popular 

sovereignty 

• Significance: 
– Angered abolitionists 

– Led to the “death” of the whig party and second 
American party system 

Kansas-Nebraska Act, 1854 



“Bleeding Kansas” 

Border 

“Ruffians” 

(pro-slavery 

Missourians) 



• Supporters and opponents of slavery 

converged in Kansas 

• Many pro-slavery people illegally voted in 

Kansas to make it a slave state 

• Eventually, violence broke out between 

the two groups 

• Pottawatomi Creek Massacre (1856) 

– John Brown led a group and abducted five 

slavery supporters 

– The men were murdered 

“Bleeding Kansas” 



“The Crime Against 

Kansas” 

Sen. Charles 

Sumner 

(R-MA) 

Congr. Preston 

Brooks 

(D-SC) 

• A fight broke 

out in 

Congress 

between the 

men 



John Brown: Madman, Hero or 

Martyr? 

Mural in the Kansas Capitol 

building 

by John Steuart Curry (20c) 



Birth of the Republican Party, 

1854 

ß Northern Whigs. 

ß Northern Democrats. 

ß Free-Soilers. 

ß Know-Nothings. 

ß Other miscellaneous opponents  

of the Kansas-Nebraska Act. 



1856 Presidential 

Election 

James Buchanan John C. Frémont    Millard Fillmore 

 Democrat                  Republican                  Whig 



1856 

Election 

Results 



Dred Scott v. Sanford, 1857 
ß Dred Scott was a slave who 

moved with his master to the 

free state of Illinois 

ß He sued for his freedom 

stating that since he was in a 

free state and should therefore 

be free 

ß He was denied his freedom 

when Judge Tandy states that 

slaves were not citizens and 

did not receive rights 

ß Decision reaffirmed southern 

beliefs and angered northern 

abolitionists 



Stephen 

Douglas 

• Senator from 

Illinois 

• Supported 

westward 

expansion and 

popular 

sovereignty 

 



Abraham 

Lincoln 

• Humble origins and 

lawyer from Illinois 

• Served one term in 

House of Reps 

• Member of new 

Republican party 

• Opposed expansion 

of slavery into new 

territories 

 



The Lincoln-Douglas (Illinois Senate) 

   Debates, 1858 

A House divided 
against itself, 
cannot stand. 



• Debated national policies in wake of Dred 
Scott decision 

• Lincoln – morally opposed to slavery, but 
rejected abolitionism 

• Freeport Doctrine – Douglas argued 
people in territories could prohibit slavery 
if laws protecting slavery were not 
enforced 

• Result – Douglas won re-election to 
Senate 

The Lincoln-Douglas 

Debates, 1858 



John Brown’s Raid 

on Harper’s Ferry, 1859 



John Brown’s Raid 

on Harper’s Ferry, 1859 

• John Brown was a radical abolitionist 

• Goal: capture federal arsenal in Harper’s 
Ferry, Virginia and lead a slave uprising 

• Successfully captured the arsenal, but no 
slave rebellion 

• Brown and his men fought US government 

• Brown was captured, put on trial, and 
executed 



1860 
Presidential 

Election 
Abraham Lincoln 

Republican 

John Bell 

Constitutional Union 

Stephen A. Douglas 

Northern Democrat 
John C. Breckinridge 

Southern Democrat 



Republican Party Platform in 

1860 

ß Non-extension of slavery [for the Free-Soilers.] 

ß Protective tariff [for the No. Industrialists]. 

ß No abridgment of rights for immigrants [a disappointment 

for the “Know-Nothings”]. 

ß Government aid to build a Pacific RR [for the Northwest]. 

ß Internal improvements [for the West] at federal expense. 

ß Free homesteads for the public domain [for farmers]. 



1860 Election:  3 “Outs” & 1 ”Run!” 



1860 Election:  A Nation Coming Apart?! 



1860 

Election 

Results 



Crittenden Compromise: 
A Last Ditch Appeal to Sanity 

Senator John J. 

Crittenden 

(Know-Nothing-

KY) 



Secession!:  SC Dec. 20, 1860 



Fort Sumter:  April 12, 1861 


